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ledge that the ryots were oppressed: To
the Courts of Circuit, who only hear what
the Magistrates lay before them : To the
Boards of Calcutta, who have their know-
ledge from the reports of zillah Magistrates
and Collectors, or from papers : To all of
these it will appear that I have exaggerated.
However honour able* however upright men
in office may be, they will ever be unwilling
to allow that their measures are unsuccess-
ful *

Were

* Since writing this Chapter, I was struck with the
truth of a passage in the Fifth Report of the Committee
of the House of Commons, which I cannot help here
quoting, as it seems applicable to the subject. Speaking
of the Reports of the Court of Circuit, they make the
following observation : " It is hardly to be supposed,
that in describing the effects of a new system of internal
administration, any of the public servants would lean to
the unfavourable side, or, without sufficient foundation*
transmit accounts which it would be disagreeable to the
Government to receive. A communication of this na-
ture might be rather suspected of painting things in co-
lours